SSSRA

South Suburban Special
Recreation Association

Board of Directors Meeting
SSSRA Office

19910 80" Avenue, Tinley Park
Thursday, May 22, 2025

9:00 am

Minutes

Call To Order/Roll Call

Kevin Adams called the South Suburban Special Recreation Association’s Board meeting
for May 22, 2025 to order at 9:01 a.m.

Members Present: Targett Johnson, Country Club Hills Park District (9:03am)
Christopher Cole, Hazel Crest Park District
Mike Gianatasio, Homewood-Flossmoor Park District
Lisa Hill, Matteson Recreational Division (9:08am)
Kirstin Dahm, Oak Forest Park District
Jesus Vargas, Olympia Fields Park District
Kevin Adams, Park Forest Department of Recreation, Parks &
Community Health
Ashley Turner, Richton Park Parks & Recreation Department
Meghan Fenlon, Tinley Park-Park District

Members Absent: None

Others Present: Lisa Drzewiecki, SSSRA Executive Director
Sarah Sizemore, Superintendent of Finance
Heather Specht, Superintendent of Recreation

Approval of Agenda

Meghan Fenlon made the Motion to approve the Agenda. Kirstin Dahm seconded the Motion.
The Agenda was approved unanimously.

Approval of Minutes
A. April 24, 2025

Christopher Cole made the Motion to approve the regular Board Minutes for April.
Kirstin Dahm second the motion. The Minutes were approved unanimously.

Correspondence
A thank you letter was sent to the Goens family for their $5,000 donation. Their daughter Diana

has participated in the association programs for over 20 years, highlighting the family's ongoing
advocacy and support. Donation is to be used as the Agency sees fit as stated by the family.
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VI.

VII.

VIIIL.

Public Comment
None
Community Announcements

Fenlon shared the information for the SSPRPA Day Camp Workshop. The early bird
registration deadline is Friday, May 23. The Day Camp Workshop will be held on Friday, May
30, at the Lemont Park District.

Gianatasio announced the hiring of two new Recreation Supervisors who started on April 28.
Zachary Kerby, who will be managing special events and adult programs. Brandon Diaz, who
will be in the Athletics department.

Johnson shared information on Performance Chemical. Country Club Hills Parks and
Recreation Department has purchased a floor sweeper and chemical dispensing machine for
facility maintenance to save on cleaning supplies.

Adams announced the retirement of Margaret Lewis, Assistant Director. The Assistant Director
position is not scheduled to be filled. The Recreation Manager position has been reinstated, for
which Adina McCullough has been appointed. Currently, looking to hire a Recreation
Supervisor.

Vargas announced that Olympia Fields Park District has begun construction to renovate the
tennis courts. The courts are being converted for multi-use, which includes tennis, basketball,
volleyball, and pickleball. Construction should be completed by August.

Turner announced that Richton Park Parks & Recreation Department is currently updating two
parks in the community.

Unfinished Business
None

New Business

None

Staff Report

A. Program
1. Stingrays Unified Cornhole

Specht reviewed the Unified Cornhole Tournament report that was held at the
Kathy Green Multi-Purpose Center in Joliet. There were four athletes and four
Unified partners who participated. All Athletes received participation ribbons.
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IX.  Staff Report (continued)
2. Stingrays Track & Field

Specht discussed the Special Olympics Region E Spring Games that was held
on April 26 and 27. This was held at the Joliet Memorial Stadium in Joliet. There
were 14 participants who qualified for the Summer Games to be held June 20-22.

3. Summer 2025 Facility Confirmations - Enclosure
Specht reviewed the 2025 Summer Facilities Confirmation enclosure.
4. June Special Events - Enclosure

Specht reviewed the enclosure which highlights the June Special Events.

B. Administrative
1. Staff Professional Involvement, Activities and Training — April 2025

Drzewiecki discussed the Diversity Education Institute that Specht and Williams
attended. This was held on April 25, and the event received positive feedback,
and there is interest in continued participation.

2. Update on Fundraising & Donations

Drzewiecki updated the Board on grants and contributions received for the
current fiscal year. Drzewiecki noted that some funding will be applied to the
upcoming 2025-2026 fiscal year to reduce program fees.

3. 2025-2026 Annual Board Timeline — Enclosure

Drzewiecki discussed the upcoming timeline for Board Meetings and the
Associations events. There will be no meeting in August due to Fundraising, nor
will there be a meeting in December due to the holidays.

4. Ntiva Update

Drzewiecki discussed that Ntiva accepted the legal recommendations on the
agreement and the transfer of the Association's technology is currently
underway. The finalization date is expected to be May 31.

X.  Financial Report
A. Claims List
1. April, 2025
Mike Gianatasio made the motion to approve the Claims List for April, 2025 as

presented. Targett Johnson seconded the motion. The motion carried by a
unanimous roll call vote.
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X.  Financial Report (continued)
B. Financial Statement

1. April, 2025

Jesus Vargus made the motion to approve the April 2025 Financial Statement.
Meghan Fenlon seconded the motion, and the Motion was approved
unanimously.

XI.  Closed Meeting

Mike Gianatasio made the Motion at 9:16am to go into Closed Session - Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act for the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline,
performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body. Ashley Turner seconded
the Motion and the Motion carried by a unanimous roll call vote.

Xll.  Adjournment

Targett Johnson made the Motion to conclude the regular Board of Directors Meeting at
9:30am. Jesus Vargus seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Next Meeting: Thursday, June 26, 2025
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         Board of Directors Meeting

         SSSRA Office

         19910 80th Avenue, Tinley Park

         Thursday, May 22, 2025 

         9:00 am



         Minutes

_________________________________________________________________________



I. Call To Order/Roll Call



Kevin Adams called the South Suburban Special Recreation Association’s Board meeting 

for May 22, 2025 to order at 9:01 a.m.



Members Present:	Targett Johnson, Country Club Hills Park District (9:03am)

			Christopher Cole, Hazel Crest Park District

			Mike Gianatasio, Homewood-Flossmoor Park District

			Lisa Hill, Matteson Recreational Division (9:08am)

			Kirstin Dahm, Oak Forest Park District

			Jesus Vargas, Olympia Fields Park District

			Kevin Adams, Park Forest Department of Recreation, Parks & 

			Community Health

			Ashley Turner, Richton Park Parks & Recreation Department

			Meghan Fenlon, Tinley Park-Park District



Members Absent:	None



Others Present:	Lisa Drzewiecki, SSSRA Executive Director

			Sarah Sizemore, Superintendent of Finance

			Heather Specht, Superintendent of Recreation



II. Approval of Agenda



Meghan Fenlon made the Motion to approve the Agenda. Kirstin Dahm seconded the Motion. The Agenda was approved unanimously.



III. Approval of Minutes



A. April 24, 2025



Christopher Cole made the Motion to approve the regular Board Minutes for April.

Kirstin Dahm second the motion. The Minutes were approved unanimously.



IV. Correspondence



A thank you letter was sent to the Goens family for their $5,000 donation. Their daughter Diana has participated in the association programs for over 20 years, highlighting the family's ongoing advocacy and support. Donation is to be used as the Agency sees fit as stated by the family.
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V. Public Comment



None



VI. Community Announcements



Fenlon shared the information for the SSPRPA Day Camp Workshop.  The early bird registration deadline is Friday, May 23. The Day Camp Workshop will be held on Friday, May 30, at the Lemont Park District.



Gianatasio announced the hiring of two new Recreation Supervisors who started on April 28. Zachary Kerby, who will be managing special events and adult programs. Brandon Diaz, who will be in the Athletics department.



Johnson shared information on Performance Chemical. Country Club Hills Parks and Recreation Department has purchased a floor sweeper and chemical dispensing machine for facility maintenance to save on cleaning supplies.



Adams announced the retirement of Margaret Lewis, Assistant Director. The Assistant Director position is not scheduled to be filled. The Recreation Manager position has been reinstated, for which Adina McCullough has been appointed. Currently, looking to hire a Recreation Supervisor.



Vargas announced that Olympia Fields Park District has begun construction to renovate the tennis courts. The courts are being converted for multi-use, which includes tennis, basketball, volleyball, and pickleball. Construction should be completed by August.

Turner announced that Richton Park Parks & Recreation Department is currently updating two parks in the community. 

VII. Unfinished Business



None



VIII. New Business



None



IX. [bookmark: _Hlk196816889]Staff Report



A. Program

1.	Stingrays Unified Cornhole

Specht reviewed the Unified Cornhole Tournament report that was held at the Kathy Green Multi-Purpose Center in Joliet. There were four athletes and four Unified partners who participated. All Athletes received participation ribbons.
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IX. Staff Report (continued)

			2.	Stingrays Track & Field

Specht discussed the Special Olympics Region E Spring Games that was held on April 26 and 27. This was held at the Joliet Memorial Stadium in Joliet. There were 14 participants who qualified for the Summer Games to be held June 20-22.

			3.	Summer 2025 Facility Confirmations - Enclosure

Specht reviewed the 2025 Summer Facilities Confirmation enclosure.

			4.	June Special Events - Enclosure

Specht reviewed the enclosure which highlights the June Special Events.



B. Administrative

1.	Staff Professional Involvement, Activities and Training – April 2025

	Drzewiecki discussed the Diversity Education Institute that Specht and Williams 			attended. This was held on April 25, and the event received positive feedback, 			and there is interest in continued participation.

2.	Update on Fundraising & Donations

Drzewiecki updated the Board on grants and contributions received for the current fiscal year. Drzewiecki noted that some funding will be applied to the upcoming 2025-2026 fiscal year to reduce program fees. 

3.	2025-2026 Annual Board Timeline – Enclosure

Drzewiecki discussed the upcoming timeline for Board Meetings and the Associations events.  There will be no meeting in August due to Fundraising, nor will there be a meeting in December due to the holidays.

4.	Ntiva Update

	Drzewiecki discussed that Ntiva accepted the legal recommendations on the 			agreement and the transfer of the Association's technology is currently 				underway. The finalization date is expected to be May 31.



X. Financial Report



A. Claims List



1.	April, 2025



	Mike Gianatasio made the motion to approve the Claims List for April, 2025 as 	presented. Targett Johnson seconded the motion. The motion carried by a 	unanimous roll call vote.





Board of Directors’ Meeting

Page 4



X. Financial Report (continued)

B.	  Financial Statement

1. 	April, 2025

	

	Jesus Vargus made the motion to approve the April 2025 Financial Statement. 	Meghan Fenlon seconded the motion, and the Motion was approved 	unanimously.



XI. Closed Meeting

Mike Gianatasio made the Motion at 9:16am to go into Closed Session - Pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act for the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body. Ashley Turner seconded the Motion and the Motion carried by a unanimous roll call vote.



XII. Adjournment



Targett Johnson made the Motion to conclude the regular Board of Directors Meeting at 9:30am. Jesus Vargus seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.





			Next Meeting: Thursday, June 26, 2025
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