
 
 
 

 
         Board of Directors Meeting 
         SSSRA Office 
         19910 80th Avenue, Tinley Park 
         Thursday, January 16, 2025  
         9:00 am 

 
         Minutes 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call 

  Kevin Adams called the South Suburban Special Recreation Association’s Board meeting for   
January 16, 2025 to order at 9:01 a.m.  

Members Present: Christopher Cole, Hazel Crest Park District 
  Mike Gianatasio, Homewood-Flossmoor Park District 
  Kirstin Dahm, Oak Forest Park District 
  Jesus Vargas, Olympia Fields Park District 
  Kevin Adams, Park Forest Department of Recreation, Parks & 
  Community Health 
  Ashley Turner, Richton Park Parks & Recreation Department (9:13am) 
  Megan Fenlon, Tinley Park-Park District 

 
  Members Absent:   Michelle Havran, Lan-Oak Park District 

     Targett Johnson, Country Club Hills Park District 
     Lisa Hill, Matteson Recreational Division 
 
       

 Others Present:      Lisa Drzewiecki, SSSRA Executive Director 
Sarah Sizemore, SSSRA Superintendent of Finance 
Melissa Daybell, SSSRA Administrative Assistant 
Andrea Ramirez-Justin, Old Plank Trail Community Bank Director  

II. Approval of Agenda 

Christopher Cole made the Motion to approve the Agenda. Kirstin Dahm seconded the 
Motion. The Agenda was approved unanimously.  

III. Approval of Minutes 
 
A. November 21, 2024 

Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the regular Board Minutes for November.  
Meghan Fenlon second the motion. The Minutes were approved unanimously.  
 

B. October 24, 2024 Closed Session Minutes 
 

Closed Session Minutes for October 24, 2024 will be moved to the February meeting for 
 approval. 
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IV. Correspondence 

A. SSSRA sent a thank you letter to the Knights of Columbus Marian Council for a 
donation made in the amount of $400 from the Tootsie Roll Drive. This donation will be 
allocated to SSSRA’s scholarship fund. 

B. SSSRA received a letter and the $500 incentive from the Park District Risk 
Management Agency (PDRMA) in recognition of the Association completing the SMART 
Goal action steps. The $500 incentive has been applied to the Scholarship program.  

C. SSSRA sent a thank you letter to the Knights of Columbus for their donation in the 
amount of $1,100. This donation will be allocated to SSSRA’s scholarship program. 

D. SSSRA sent a thank you letter to Mr. Anthony Pitts (SSSRA participant) and Mrs. 
Gwendolyn Bohannon (mother) for their $3,000 donation for the Camp Pinewood 
weekend trip scheduled in September 2025. 

V. Public Comment 

    No Comment. 

VI.  Community Announcements 
 
A. Old Plank Trail Community Bank – represented by Andrea Ramirez-Justin.  SSSRA has 

been banking with Old Plank Trail Community Bank since 2011. The bank has been 
supportive of the Association’s banking needs along with donations and sponsorship to 
the yearly Family Banquet held in May.  

 
• Interest earned was $21,277.29 from January through December 2024. 
• Analysis fees totaled $3,353.02, resulting in a net interest income of $17,874.24. 
• The hybrid checking account rate for December was 4.797%. 
• Money market account rate was 0.15%. 

 
B. Tinley Park-Park District started demolition on their acquired property. The smaller 

buildings have been demolished, and the larger ones are scheduled in the upcoming 
weeks. 

C. SSPRPA Annual Social Conference is the week of January 20th.  This will be the 50th 
Anniversary with a Golden theme. 

D. Homewood-Flossmoor Park District is in the Master Planning process, with surveys 
yielding excellent responses. 
 

 
VII. Unfinished Business 

   None. 

VIII. New Business 

   None. 
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IX. Staff Report 
 
A. Program 
 

1. Outreach Quarterly Report – October, November, and December 2024 

        Drzewiecki reported that Staff attended various community events, with plans to  
        increase visibility in specific communities. 

2. Fall 2024 Inclusion Report 

Drzewiecki stated that SSSRA supported 10 individuals through the inclusion   
process at the following park districts: Homewood-Flossmoor, Richton Park and 
Tinley Park. There was a total of 402 hours of Inclusion services provided at 50 
hours per week. 

3. Stingrays – Special Olympics Bowling 

Drzewiecki highlighted the 4 bowlers that attended the Special Olympics State 
Bowling Tournament at Landmark Lanes in Peoria, IL where they earned 2nd place 
in their division and received a silver medal. 

4. Performing Arts Recital Summary – Enclosure 

Drzewiecki reported on the Fall Drama Club Show that was held on December 2 at 
Freedom Hall in Park Forest. Participants showcased ‘The Wiz’, musical, while the 
Show Choir sang and danced to (5) Jackson Five holiday songs. 

5. Winter and Spring, 2025 Program Locations – Enclosure 

Drzewiecki informed the Board of Directors that all Winter and Spring program/event   
locations were confirmed. 

6. February Special Events – Enclosure 

Drzewiecki highlighted the special events that are being held in February. 

(Christopher Cole requested to add times to the special event flyer).  

7. Hoops & Heroes Basketball Game – Enclosure 

Drzewiecki discussed the upcoming Annual Hoops and Heroes Basketball game 
scheduled for February 25.  The Stingrays basketball players will play side by side 
with officers from local police departments at the Matteson Community Center.  

 
 
 
 



 
Board of Directors’ Meeting 
Page 4 

 IX. Staff Report (continued) 

8. Family Resource Night – Enclosure 

Drzewiecki announced that the next Family Resource Night will be hosted on 
February 3rd at the SSSRA office.  High attendance is expected. 

B. Administrative 
 

1. Staff Professional Involvement, Activities and Training – November & December 
2024 

Drzewiecki mentioned that Anna Broccolo, SSSRA’s Public Relations Manager, 
attended the SSPRPA Diversity meeting and continues her involvement in 
marketing initiatives. 

2. Budget Preparation Timeline 

Drzewiecki reviewed the suggested budget preparation timeline and noted the 
budget committee will review the first draft of the 2025-2026 fiscal year budget. 
Drzewiecki will send an email to the Budget Committee confirming the date.  

3. Administrative Assistant Hired 

Drzewiecki announced that Melissa Daybell has been hired as the new 
Administrative Assistant in preparation for the retirement of Jan Miller. Jan is set to 
retire at the end of April.  

4. Update on Grants and Donations 
 

Drzewiecki discussed the grants and donations totaling $20,800 the Association 
has received since June 2024. These funds will be used towards reducing fees for 
general programs, special events, and Inclusion costs. 

X.  Financial Report  
 

A.  Claims List  
 

   1.  November, 2024 
 

         Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the Claims List for November, 2024 as 
presented. Meghan Fenlon seconded the Motion. The Motion carried by a 
unanimous  

 roll call vote.  
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X. Financial Report  

 
                Claims List (continued) 

 
2.  December, 2024 

 
Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the Claims List for December, 2024 as 
presented. Mike Gianatasio seconded the Motion. The Motion carried by a 
unanimous roll call vote.  

     
B.  Financial Statement  

 
1.  November, 2024 

 
Kirstin Dahm made the Motion to approve the November, 2024 Financial Statement. 
Christopher Cole seconded the Motion, and the Motion was approved unanimously. 

 
2.  December, 2024 
 

Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the December, 2024 Financial Statement. 
Kirstin Dahm seconded the Motion, and the Motion was approved unanimously. 

 
XI. Closed Session 

 
Mike Gianatasio made the Motion at 9:38am to go into Closed Session - Pursuant to 
Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act for the appointment, employment, compensation, 
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body; and pursuant 
to §2 (c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act for the purpose of discussing pending, probable or 
imminent litigation.  Ashley Turner seconded the Motion and the Motion carried by a 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Regular Meeting resumed at 10:16am. 
 

XII. Adjournment 
 

Christopher Cole made a Motion to conclude the regular Board of Directors Meeting at 
10:16am. Mike Gianatasio seconded the Motion. The Motion was approved unanimously.   

 
                                            

Next Meeting: Thursday, February 27, 2025 
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         Board of Directors Meeting

         SSSRA Office

         19910 80th Avenue, Tinley Park

         Thursday, January 16, 2025 

         9:00 am



         Minutes

_________________________________________________________________________



I. Call to Order/Roll Call

  Kevin Adams called the South Suburban Special Recreation Association’s Board meeting for   January 16, 2025 to order at 9:01 a.m. 

Members Present: Christopher Cole, Hazel Crest Park District

  Mike Gianatasio, Homewood-Flossmoor Park District

  Kirstin Dahm, Oak Forest Park District

  Jesus Vargas, Olympia Fields Park District

  Kevin Adams, Park Forest Department of Recreation, Parks &

  Community Health

  Ashley Turner, Richton Park Parks & Recreation Department (9:13am)

  Megan Fenlon, Tinley Park-Park District



  Members Absent:   Michelle Havran, Lan-Oak Park District

			  Targett Johnson, Country Club Hills Park District

			  Lisa Hill, Matteson Recreational Division



						

 Others Present:      Lisa Drzewiecki, SSSRA Executive Director

Sarah Sizemore, SSSRA Superintendent of Finance

Melissa Daybell, SSSRA Administrative Assistant

Andrea Ramirez-Justin, Old Plank Trail Community Bank Director	

II. Approval of Agenda

Christopher Cole made the Motion to approve the Agenda. Kirstin Dahm seconded the

Motion. The Agenda was approved unanimously. 

III. [bookmark: _Hlk44058615]Approval of Minutes



A. November 21, 2024

Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the regular Board Minutes for November.  Meghan Fenlon second the motion. The Minutes were approved unanimously. 



B. October 24, 2024 Closed Session Minutes



Closed Session Minutes for October 24, 2024 will be moved to the February meeting for 	approval.
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IV. Correspondence

A. SSSRA sent a thank you letter to the Knights of Columbus Marian Council for a donation made in the amount of $400 from the Tootsie Roll Drive. This donation will be allocated to SSSRA’s scholarship fund.

B. SSSRA received a letter and the $500 incentive from the Park District Risk Management Agency (PDRMA) in recognition of the Association completing the SMART Goal action steps. The $500 incentive has been applied to the Scholarship program. 

C. SSSRA sent a thank you letter to the Knights of Columbus for their donation in the amount of $1,100. This donation will be allocated to SSSRA’s scholarship program.

D. SSSRA sent a thank you letter to Mr. Anthony Pitts (SSSRA participant) and Mrs. Gwendolyn Bohannon (mother) for their $3,000 donation for the Camp Pinewood weekend trip scheduled in September 2025.

V. Public Comment

    No Comment.

VI.  Community Announcements



A. Old Plank Trail Community Bank – represented by Andrea Ramirez-Justin.  SSSRA has been banking with Old Plank Trail Community Bank since 2011. The bank has been supportive of the Association’s banking needs along with donations and sponsorship to the yearly Family Banquet held in May. 



· Interest earned was $21,277.29 from January through December 2024.

· Analysis fees totaled $3,353.02, resulting in a net interest income of $17,874.24.

· The hybrid checking account rate for December was 4.797%.

· Money market account rate was 0.15%.



B. Tinley Park-Park District started demolition on their acquired property. The smaller buildings have been demolished, and the larger ones are scheduled in the upcoming weeks.

C. SSPRPA Annual Social Conference is the week of January 20th.  This will be the 50th Anniversary with a Golden theme.

D. Homewood-Flossmoor Park District is in the Master Planning process, with surveys yielding excellent responses.





VII. Unfinished Business

   None.

VIII. New Business

   None.
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IX. Staff Report



A. Program



1. Outreach Quarterly Report – October, November, and December 2024

		      Drzewiecki reported that Staff attended various community events, with plans to 			      increase visibility in specific communities.

2. Fall 2024 Inclusion Report

Drzewiecki stated that SSSRA supported 10 individuals through the inclusion   process at the following park districts: Homewood-Flossmoor, Richton Park and Tinley Park. There was a total of 402 hours of Inclusion services provided at 50 hours per week.

3. Stingrays – Special Olympics Bowling

Drzewiecki highlighted the 4 bowlers that attended the Special Olympics State Bowling Tournament at Landmark Lanes in Peoria, IL where they earned 2nd place in their division and received a silver medal.

4. Performing Arts Recital Summary – Enclosure

Drzewiecki reported on the Fall Drama Club Show that was held on December 2 at Freedom Hall in Park Forest. Participants showcased ‘The Wiz’, musical, while the Show Choir sang and danced to (5) Jackson Five holiday songs.

5. Winter and Spring, 2025 Program Locations – Enclosure

Drzewiecki informed the Board of Directors that all Winter and Spring program/event   locations were confirmed.

6. February Special Events – Enclosure

Drzewiecki highlighted the special events that are being held in February.

(Christopher Cole requested to add times to the special event flyer). 

7. Hoops & Heroes Basketball Game – Enclosure

Drzewiecki discussed the upcoming Annual Hoops and Heroes Basketball game scheduled for February 25.  The Stingrays basketball players will play side by side with officers from local police departments at the Matteson Community Center. 
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	IX. Staff Report (continued)

8. Family Resource Night – Enclosure

Drzewiecki announced that the next Family Resource Night will be hosted on February 3rd at the SSSRA office.  High attendance is expected.

B. Administrative



1. Staff Professional Involvement, Activities and Training – November & December 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk185849341]Drzewiecki mentioned that Anna Broccolo, SSSRA’s Public Relations Manager, attended the SSPRPA Diversity meeting and continues her involvement in marketing initiatives.

2. Budget Preparation Timeline

Drzewiecki reviewed the suggested budget preparation timeline and noted the budget committee will review the first draft of the 2025-2026 fiscal year budget. Drzewiecki will send an email to the Budget Committee confirming the date. 

3. Administrative Assistant Hired

Drzewiecki announced that Melissa Daybell has been hired as the new Administrative Assistant in preparation for the retirement of Jan Miller. Jan is set to retire at the end of April. 

4. Update on Grants and Donations



Drzewiecki discussed the grants and donations totaling $20,800 the Association has received since June 2024. These funds will be used towards reducing fees for general programs, special events, and Inclusion costs.

X.  Financial Report 



A.  Claims List	



   1.  November, 2024



        	Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the Claims List for November, 2024 as presented. Meghan Fenlon seconded the Motion. The Motion carried by a unanimous 

	roll call vote. 
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X. Financial Report 



                Claims List (continued)



2.  December, 2024



Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the Claims List for December, 2024 as presented. Mike Gianatasio seconded the Motion. The Motion carried by a unanimous roll call vote. 

    

B.  Financial Statement	



[bookmark: _Hlk125384111]1.  November, 2024



Kirstin Dahm made the Motion to approve the November, 2024 Financial Statement. Christopher Cole seconded the Motion, and the Motion was approved unanimously.



2.  December, 2024



Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the December, 2024 Financial Statement. Kirstin Dahm seconded the Motion, and the Motion was approved unanimously.



XI. Closed Session



Mike Gianatasio made the Motion at 9:38am to go into Closed Session - Pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act for the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body; and pursuant to §2 (c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act for the purpose of discussing pending, probable or imminent litigation.  Ashley Turner seconded the Motion and the Motion carried by a unanimous roll call vote.



Regular Meeting resumed at 10:16am.



XII. Adjournment



Christopher Cole made a Motion to conclude the regular Board of Directors Meeting at 10:16am. Mike Gianatasio seconded the Motion. The Motion was approved unanimously.  



                                           

Next Meeting: Thursday, February 27, 2025
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