
 
 
 

 
         Board of Directors Meeting 
         SSSRA Office 
         19910 80th Avenue, Tinley Park  
         Thursday, January 18, 2024 
         9:00 am 

 
         Minutes 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Cindy Grannan called the South Suburban Special Recreation Association’s Board meeting for                  
January 18, 2024 to order at 9:01 a.m.  

Members Present:  Targett Johnson, Country Club Hills Park District (in at 9:06) 
                                Mike Gianatasio, Homewood-Flossmoor Park District  
          Tyrone Davis, Matteson Recreational Division  
          Cindy Grannan, Oak Forest Park District 
          Jesus Vargas, Olympia Fields Park District 
                                Kevin Adams, Park Forest Recreation & Park Dept. 
          Ashley Turner, Richton Park Parks & Recreation Department  

        Meghan Fenlon, Tinley Park-Park District 
  

Members Absent:   Christopher Cole, Hazel Crest Park District 
          Michelle Havran, Lan-Oak Park District 
       
Others Present:      Lisa Drzewiecki, SSSRA Executive Director 

        Heather Specht, SSSRA Superintendent 
                 Regina Ross – Ellison, SSSRA Finance & Office Manager 
          Tammy McMahon, SSSRA Support Staff Manager                                
 

II. Approval of Agenda 
 

Kevin Adams called for a Motion to approve the Agenda. Jesus Vargas seconded the Motion. The 
Agenda was approved unanimously.  
   

III. Approval of Minutes 
 

A. November 16, 2023 
 

Kevin Adams made the Motion to approve the regular Board Minutes for November.  Ashley Turner 
seconded the Motion, and the Minutes were approved unanimously.     

 
   IV.   Correspondence 
  

A. Letter from Mr. Tim Lenac, Park District Risk Management Agency 
 

The Association received a $500 safety incentive for completing SMART goals and all other agreed 
upon activities.  The cash award is allocated to the agency’s scholarship program to support 
participants and families requiring financial assistance.  
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IV.   Correspondence (continued) 
 
        B. Letter to Ms. Gwendolyn Bohannon and Mr. Anthony Pitts 
 

A thank you letter was sent to Ms. Bohannon and Mr. Pitts for their donation in the amount of $2,000.   
This contribution will help offset the cost to residents attending the Camp Pinewood weekend trip 
offered in the summer of 2024.   

 
V.    Public Comment 
 
       None  

 
 VI.  Community Announcements 
 
        Oak Forest: Cindy Grannan announced her retirement at the end of March. 
 
        SSSRA: Nominated for the Non-Profit Chamber Member of the Year through the Tinley Park Chamber 
        of Commerce.  
 
        SSSRA: Announced that Regina Ross-Ellison has resigned with SSSRA as of February 2, 2024. 
     
  VII. Unfinished Business 
 
        A. Ordinance NO. 2023-08 Paid Leave for All Workers Act – Enclosures Action Item 
   

Meghan Fenlon made a Motion to approve the Ordinance NO: 2023-08 paid Leave for All Workers Act 
as presented. Mike Gianatasio seconded the Motion. The Motion was carried by a unanimous roll call 
vote.  

        
VIII.  New Business 
 
         None 
 
   IX.  Staff Report  
 
         A.  Program  
 
               1.  Outreach Report – November and December, 2023 
 

Specht highlighted the following events: 
• Great Mortgage Ribbon Cutting event in Tinley Park, on November 1. 
• Parent Resource Fair in Oak Forest, on November 20. 
• Tinley Park Chamber of Commerce Meeting, on November 30. 
• Leap Behavior Meeting in Tinley Park, on December 1. 
• Lansing Chamber of Commerce Meeting, on December 13. 
• Caroling in the Park in Olympia Fields, on December 16. 
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IX.  Staff Report  
 
         A.  Program (continued)  
 

2.  Fall, 2023 Inclusion Report  
 

 SSSRA supported 18 individuals through Inclusion services.  These individuals   
  participated in 18 programs including before and after care, Frosty camp, preschool, swim   
  lessons, basketball, soccer, and karate.  Specht provided the Board with a chart identifying 

Inclusion services by member districts. 
   

3.  Fall, Drama Show – Enclosure 
 

There were 13 participants who performed in the Drama Show entitled “Annie” on December 4, at  
Freedom Hall in Park Forest.  Participants from Show Choir also performed a winter-themed show 
before the Drama performance.      

 
4. Stingrays Bowling 

 
SSSRA had one bowler from Tinley Park compete in the Special Olympics State Bowling 
Tournament in Peoria. The athlete who competed took home first place.   

 
5. Welcome Recreation Specialist 

 
SSSRA welcomed Jonathan Washington to the team as the newest Recreation Specialist.  
Jonathan lives in Lansing, IL and completed his internship with SSSRA in the Summer of 2023.  
Jonathan will oversee the Summer Day Camp Program, Day Trippers, and Adapted Sports.  He is 
also the outreach liaison to Tinley Park-Park District and Lan-Oak Park District. 

 
6.  Winter and Spring, 2024 Program Locations - Enclosure 

 
Tammy McMahon reported about the Winter and Spring program’s locations. McMahon also 
asked the board to list any additional people to contact with regards to facilities.   
 

7. January & February Special Events – Enclosure 
 

Specht reviewed the flyer of upcoming Special Events for the month of January & February. 
 

8.  SSSRA & Police Officer Basketball Game – Enclosure 
 

Specht shared with the Board that on February 27, SSSRA Special Olympics Basketball Athletes 
will compete with Police Officers in a unified basketball game. The basketball game will be held at 
the Matteson Community Center. Kevin Adams asked how outreach was handled to secure police 
officers. Specht let him know Laura Pubins reaches out to all member districts police 
departments.   
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IX.  Staff Report  
 
         B.  Administrative  
 

1.  Staff Professional Involvement, Activities and Training – November and December, 2023 
 

Drzewiecki highlighted that Heather Specht, Jaunita Williams, Tammy McMahon, Laura Pubins, and 
Amy Crumpley attended the PDRMA’s Risk Management Institute on November 17, 2023.  
Drzewiecki also highlighted that Specht and Drzewiecki attended the IAPD Legal Symposium on 
November 2, 2023.   
   

 2.  Budget Preparation Timeline 
 

Drzewiecki reviewed the Budget Preparation Timeline for the next fiscal year. The Budget 
Committee Members are Cindy Grannan, Christopher Cole, Mike Gianatasio, Jesus Vargas, 
Michelle Havran and Meghan Fenlon. The first Budget Committee meeting is scheduled for March 
18, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at the SSSRA Office. 

 
 3.  Recreation Specialist Hiring Timeline – Enclosure 
  
 Drzewiecki reviewed the hiring timeline for the new Recreation Specialist. 
 
 4.  Ricky’s Ride Trivia Night – Enclosure 
  

Drzewiecki shared that Ricky’s Ride will be hosting a Trivia Night on Saturday, February 24 from 6-
9pm at Jamos Live in Mokena. Table Sponsors and tickets are now on sale. Five tables have 
already been sold. 

 
5.  Update on Grants and Donations  
 

Drzewiecki shared that the Association received multiple grants in the amount of $11,000, 
highlighted the Giving Tuesday donations in the amount of $1,125, and received $4,070 in Memory 
of Sean Fallon who co-founded Ricky’s Ride.  

 
   X.   Financial Report  
 
         A.  Claims List  
 

   1.  November, 2023 
 
        Kevin Adams made the Motion to approve the Claims List for November, 2023 as presented.  
        Mike Gianatasio seconded the Motion. The Motion was carried by a unanimous roll call vote.  

 
2.   December, 2023 

 
        Kevin Adams made the Motion to approve the Claims List for December, 2023 as presented.  
        Jesus Vargas seconded the Motion. The Motion was carried by a unanimous roll call vote. 
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X.   Financial Report (continued) 
 
         B.  Financial Statement  
 

  1.  November, 2023 
 
        Kevin Adams made the Motion to approve the November, 2023 Financial Statement.  
        Jesus Vargas seconded the Motion, and the Motion was approved unanimously. 
 

2. December, 2023 
 
Jesus Vargas made the Motion to approve the December, 2023 Financial Statement.  
Kevin Adams seconded the Motion, and the Motion was approved unanimously. 

 
XI.   Closed Meeting - Pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act for the appointment,  
        employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the  
        public body.    
   
        None 
                                            
XII.  Adjournment   
 
       Mike Gianatasio made a Motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tyrone Davis seconded the Motion and  
       the Motion was approved unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 

 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday, February 22, 2024 
 
 


