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About Me



The Role of Government Benefits: SSI, 
SSDI, Medicare, and Medicaid



Overview
The cost of lifetime care for a person with a disability can prove 

astronomical.
Few families have the resources to provide for children with 

disabilities through private means. 
It is therefore essential for most families to create a plan assuring 

eligibility for governmental benefits to assist in the care of a disabled 
child



The Three-Legged 
Stool



Public Benefits



Needs-Based Programs
•
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Special Needs Trusts -I
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Special Needs Trusts - II
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Special Needs Trusts - IV
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Special Needs Trusts - V



Special Needs Trusts

 Administered by nonprofit and pools funds from many sources.

 Residual remains in trust for other persons with special needs upon the 

death of the beneficiary.

 Can be established by anyone on behalf of a beneficiary with special 

needs

 Usually for smaller trust amounts



Special Needs Trust Administration













ABLE Accounts (Achieving a Better Life Experience Act)
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 https://illinoisable.com/

https://illinoisable.com/


ABLE Accounts (Achieving a Better Life Experience Act)



Letters of Intent - I
 A document that ensures your trustee knows your child’s functional abilities, 

routines, interests, and particular likes and dislikes. In addition to describing your 

special child, the letter of intent identifies specific doctors, services and resources 

that will help your child enjoy the highest level of independence and self -reliance. 

The document is a valuable tool that communicates knowledge only parents may 

know, including specific hopes and desires for their child’s future well being, to 

the very people who will be caring for the child after the parents no longer are able 

to do so. After all, who knows a child better than a parent?



Letters of Intent - II


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Thank you
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